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Notes

The first time I walked into the church of St. Eustache in Les Halles, Paris 1 was overwhelmed, to
put it mildly. The soaring ultra-Gothic arches, so thin, so amazingly human, create a space not so
much of magnificence as profundity. They seemed to reflect some metaphysical or alchemical reality
that we cannot even glimpse let alone understand, yet could fee/ if we only let our senses drink the
impressions fully...

I started hearing some high soprano voices in my head, soaring just as the vaulted ribs were, wildly
crying some plaintive, desperate yet piercingly sweet music — a faint echo of it can be found in
measures 44-49. When I tried to write it down it escaped me, but this Magnificat came out instead.
The architectural space seemed to act on me to produce this music.
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Magnificat, Op. 4

For a capella SATB divisi (with piano reduction)
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